

Testimony of the Orthodox Union
Re: Arizona’s Tuition Tax Credit Program Arizona Legislature
November 12, 2009

To the Members of the Committee:

The Orthodox Union is North America’s largest Orthodox Jewish umbrella organization, representing hundreds of synagogues, rabbis and thousands of members across the United States, including right here in Arizona. On behalf of our members, we respectfully submit this testimony regarding Arizona’s tuition tax credit programs. 

We are - and remain - unabashedly pro tax credits. As a people - the people of the Book - we were the first to bring universal education to the world. Jewish parents have risked their freedom, under the watchful eye of Communist secret police and even their lives, under the Nazi boot, to educate their children.  Today, thankfully those threats are gone, but our passion remains. In the words of Sir Jonathan Sacks, the Chief Rabbi of Great Britain and the Commonwealth, teachers remain the Jewish people’s “greatest heroes” and schools are still our “citadels.”

Many parents, Jewish and not, sacrifice greatly to educate their children in the school that is best for them. For lower and moderate income families, this after tax expense can be a difficult burden, especially in difficult economic times.  

Make no mistake - tax credit programs have been directly responsible for helping families with this burden. They have also saved the state - and the taxpayer - money. And, as courts in Arizona have repeatedly upheld, the tax credit programs are constitutional. 

We, like you, were deeply distressed to read recent media reports that some of the tuition organizations are not being run in accordance with the letter or spirit of the law. That should not be countenanced. 

Nor has this been the Jewish community’s experience. The school tuition organization run by the Jewish Federation of Greater Phoenix is one of the top in the state, and it helps many in need. It does this with just one employee, keeping administrative costs low and disbursing more than the minimum of 90 percent of donated funds to scholarships. 

We, like you, agree that the law must be followed. But we urge you that whatever actions you take to ensure that, you do not damage the success of the tax credit programs. For our own families and the families of students in need across Arizona, this would be a double tragedy. 

The Orthodox Union stands ready to work with you on this vital issue. 

###

__________________________
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